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The new Grading and Reporting Policy 5210 
was approved in June, 2015, and went into 

effect starting July, 2016. 
Please take time to familiarize yourself with 
Policy 5210 and the new focus on standards 

aligned grading. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001d6VMx8pX0Lny81tb297wUvEWEWiSJduNJW6JaUXH-7fu3Ym8bMUz_4s87t453mDX_10WfvSSbgPGPqYbJSIEHl0rRtGIztaQXUippH0eMcO_qX3XOSWOQprM7fmDi0MV-xL4EFVIvGQnlJ8NmCmkaTSj7s1vQNlH62YLHfb7Iw_HBaGZXekMqw==


FULL CREDIT 

• Standards-based mindset give students full credit 
for what they know and are able to do. 

• New evidence replaces old evidence and only the 
higher grade is recorded in the grade book. 

• The primary purpose of the grade is to accurately 
communicate students’ level of performance in 
relation to the standard at a given point in time. 



A collection of aligned instructional tasks, such as assignments, 
assessments, homework, presentations, products, and 
observations used to determine if a student has met identified 
curriculum goals.

BODY OF EVIDENCE
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PRIMARY PURPOSE FOR A GRADE
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The primary purpose of an achievement grade 
is to communicate a student’s level of 
achievement in relation to the course 

expectations/standards. 
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CORE BELIEFS
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• Baltimore County Public Schools commits to all stakeholders to 
provide equitable, accurate, specific, and timely information 
regarding student progress towards agreed-upon common 
course expectations as well as feedback for next steps and 
growth areas. 
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Make grades transparent through the use of an 
electronic grade book.



HOMEWORK: PURPOSEFUL AND STRATEGIC 

Learning targets: Statement of what must be learned as found in 
the standards. 

• Aligned and focused

• Visible and student friendly

• Measurable and extendable  
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GUIDING PRACTICES
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Grading and Reporting Website
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2016-2017 Report Card Updates



Changes to the Report Cards

All report cards:

• All report cards now have a consistent look and basic information 
across all grade levels.

• All report cards now use the term Marking Periods (MP). 



Updates for Grades 1-2

•Early dismissal totals have been added to the 
attendance section of the report card.

• In the Learning Skills and Behavior section heading 
a note has been added about referencing the Skills 
and Conduct Indicators (rubric). The rubric will be 
attached to the report cards. 



Marking Period Grades 
Grades 1 & 2

• For Grades 1 and 2, achievement codes rather than letter grades will 
be used. The achievement codes appear on the first page of the 
report card as abbreviations with definitions beside them as follows:

CD Consistently 
Demonstrating

The student acquires and applies the concept or skill 
consistently with minimal teacher support.

P Progressing The student acquires and applies the concept or skill 
frequently and needs additional teacher support at times.

N Needs 
Development

The student acquires and applies the concept or skill rarely 
or does so with much teacher support. Additional practice is 
needed.

NA Not Applicable Not applicable





Changes to the Report Cards

• Learning Skills and Behavior section has been replaced with the BCPS 
Skills and Conduct Indicators.



Updates for Grades 3-5

• Early dismissal totals have been added to the attendance section of 
the report card.

• Starting in Grade 3 certificate-bound students achievement will be 
graded on a pass/fail.  

• A “Categories” heading has been added 

• The category codes have been updated to align with 4-point learning 
progression scale.

• Teacher names have been added for each subject. 

• Learning Skills and Behavior section has been replaced with the BCPS 
Skills and Conduct Indicators.



Marking Period Grades
Grades 3-12 

A Outstanding Students performing at this level demonstrate a distinguished 
and strong command of the knowledge, skills, and practices 
embodied by the standards. Students at this level are meeting or 
extending the standards at their grade level. 

B Above 
Average

Students performing at this level demonstrate a moderate 
command of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by 
the standards. Students at this level are approaching the 
standards at their grade level.

C Average Students performing at this level demonstrate a developing 
command of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by 
the standards at their grade level.

D Below 
Average

Students performing at this level demonstrate a beginning 
command of the knowledge and/or skills embodied by the 
standards assessed at their grade level.

E Failing Students performing at this level demonstrate no evidence of 
the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the state 
standards assessed at their grade level.






